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SZABOLCS ANZELM SZUROMI, O.PRAEM. 

Considerations to the canon law historical relevance 
of the Council of Szabolcs (1092) 

 
 

Summary: The Council of Szabolcs in 1092 is considered as the first 
national council of Hungary that – apart of its having been convoked and 
presided by the monarch – was conducted in accord with contemporary conciliar 
regulations, with the participation of the Hungarian upper hierarchy (bishops 
and abbots), whose number was made up with the presence of the lords temporal. 
Regarding its topics of discussion, it provided chapters, effective for the whole 
territory of the country, in the entire circle of such ecclesiastical questions as 
were discussed in contemporary European councils. The most significant 
chapters were dedicated to the marriage cases, as well as the remarried deacons 
and priests, to the regulation of tithe; to the arrangement of the feast days of the 
saints; and to the topic of ordeals. The Council of Szabolcs was destined for the 
comprehensive and stable arrangement of the Hungarian ecclesiastical relations, 
but taking over the Gregorian reforms was far from it. 

Sommario: Il Concilio di Szabolcs del 1092 è considerato come il primo 
concilio azionale ungherese che – oltre a essere stato convocato e presieduto dal 
monarca – si svolse, in accordo con la coeva regolamentazione dei lavori 
conciliari, con la partecipazione dell’alta gerarchia ecclesiastica ungherese 
(vescovi e abati) insieme gli alti signori temporali. Quanto ai problemi discussi, il 
concilio emanò capitoli sui temi che correntemente erano trattati nei concili 
europei contemporanei. I capitoli più significativi furono dedicati a questioni 
matrimoniali, con particolare riferimento ai diaconi risposati e ai preti; alla 
disciplina della decima; alla fissazione della disciplina riguardante i giorni 
festivi, all’ordalia. Il Concilio di Sabolcs intendeva produrre una 
regolamentazione stabile e comprensiva delle relazioni ecclesiastiche in 
Ungheria, ma la recezione dei principî della riforma gregoriana era ancora 
lontana. 
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