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KENNETH PENNINGTON

The Authority of Glosses

Summary: When confronted with conflicts of opinions among the jurists and
the standard glosses to the texts of canon and Roman law, the jurists attempted to
establish rules that would resolve these conflicts. This essay examines their
responses to this problem. The basic question was: “what was the authority of the
Ordinary Glosses” when their conclusions were challenged?

Sommario: Quando si confrontavano coi conflitti di opinioni tra i giuristi e le
glosse ordinarie ai testi del diritto canonico e civile, i giuristi tentavano di fissare
le regole che avrebbero risolto questi conflitti. Questo articolo esamina le loro
risposte a tale problema. La domanda fondamentale era “quale fosse 'autorita
delle glosse ordinarie” quando le loro conclusioni erano messe in discussione.
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